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Ambassador John F. Maisto is the US Permanent Representative to the Organization of American States and the U.S. Coordinator for the 2004 Summit of the Americas. Previously, he served as Special Assistant to President Bush and Senior Director for Western Hemisphere Affairs for National Secretary Advisor Dr. Condoleezza Rice; as Ambassador to Venezuela; and as Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Central American Affairs. Earlier in his career, he served in Panama as Deputy Chief of Mission, as Director of the State Department’s Office of Philippine Affairs, and at American Embassies in Manila, San Jose, and La Paz. 

Richard E. Feinberg is currently the Director of the APEC Study Center and Professor of International and Political Economy at the University of California San Diego. He has previously served as Special Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs and Senior Director, Office of Inter-American Affairs, National Security Council, White House. He was the Executive Vice President and Director of Studies, Overseas Development Council from 1982-91 before serving as President of the Inter-American Dialogue from 1992-93. 

Michael Shifter is the Program Director for the Inter-American Dialogue and Adjunct Professor of Latin American Studies at the Georgetown School of Foreign Service. Mr. Shifter directed the Latin American and Caribbean program at the National Endowment for Democracy and, before that, the Ford Foundation's governance and human rights program in the Andean region and Southern Cone. In the mid-1980s, he was a Representative in Brazil with the Inter-American Foundation, where he also worked in the Office of Research and Evaluation. 

