September 10, 2003
Israel’s Strategic Environment 

On September 10, 2003, His Excellency Daniel Ayalon, Ambassador of the State of Israel, gave a presentation at the National Press Club pertaining to the political and social issues surrounding the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Ambassador Ayalon issued his condolences for the upcoming anniversary of the September 11, 2001 attacks on the United States. He continued his presentation by providing a comprehensive look at the violent clashes between the Israelis and Palestinians. The Ambassador made clear that Israel understood the importance of the United States-led war on terror, and made it a point to liken the conflict in Israel to the ongoing attempts by the United States to ensure global peace. He went on to say that the Israeli people and leadership both want peace, but that they have no one with which to negotiate in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. In Ambassador Ayalon’s opinion, the Palestinians have not been provided with the education they deserve, and therefore are not equitably represented by their leadership. He stressed that Israel will continue to search for that leadership the Palestinians need, but that they must be ready to negotiate with Israel over what the Ambassador described as “real peace, genuine peace.” He went on to say that there could be “no two tracks, negotiate by day as [the Palestinians] kill us by night.” The Ambassador stressed that the world must take a proactive approach rather than a responsive approach in the war on terror, claiming that the best way to prevent terror attacks is to actively seek out terrorists.

Ambassador Ayalon continued on to say that he is proud of the Israeli families who live normal lives despite the impending threat of a suicide bomber. He also distanced the military action of Israel from what he classified as the terrorist acts of the Palestinian people, saying that they are the instigators in the conflict. The Ambassador reminded the audience of the Palestinian claim that peace would follow if Israel would give the Palestinian people a political horizon, and promptly cited examples of Israeli and United States’ attempts to do just that, with no change in the violent nature of the area. The discussion was given after two days of intense violence, perhaps lending more weight to the Ambassador’s words. He then proclaimed his faith in the Road Map to Peace, but cautioned that it would not be effective until Palestine agreed to label suicide bombers as terrorists and bring them to justice. Ambassador Ayalon declared that there are about 1,100 “hard-core Hamas [followers] that, if put behind bars, terror would stop.” As evidence he recalled the 1997 arrests conducted by Israeli security forces that helped briefly stabilize the area. The Ambassador sees Hamas as challenging Israeli leadership and said that Hamas would back down if Israel were allowed to stand up to it, full force. The Ambassador also explained that, in his view, Yassir Arafat maintains too much power in Israel, and that he is the reason that the road map has thus far failed. Ambassador Ayalon finished the presentation by explaining that Israel must be allowed to defend its people, much as he sees the United States has done, and that ultimately he believes there will be a free and peaceful Palestinian state.
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