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Relations between the United States and Saudi Arabia have always closely resembled a marriage of convenience, not affection. In a bargain cemented by President Roosevelt and Saudi Arabia's founding king in 1945, Americans gained access to Saudi oil; while Saudis enjoyed beneficial access to American planes, weapons, and construction projects, effectively catalyzing the nation’s modernization. But will this crucial alliance weather the emerging environment of inhospitality? Veteran Middle East journalist Thomas W. Lippman takes us Inside the Mirage to uncover the complexities lurking beneath this international façade of friendship and examines emerging challenges for this tenuous relationship. 

Thomas W. Lippman is an adjunct scholar at the Middle East Institute in Washington. In four years as the Washington Post's Middle East bureau chief, three years as the Post's oil and energy reporter, and a decade as the newspaper's national security and diplomatic correspondent, he traveled extensively to Saudi Arabia. He is the author of Madeleine Albright and the New American Diplomacy, Understanding Islam, and Egypt After Nasser. A writer and journalist specializing in U.S. foreign policy and Middle Eastern affairs, he currently resides in Washington, DC.

