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America's recent experiences in Iraq underscore one of the inherent problems facing nation-building/peacekeeping operations: the emergence of fuzzy distinctions in the minds of local citizens between these operations and 'foreign occupation'. Against a backdrop of armed individuals clad in uniform that are foreign in look, language and culture, accompanied by surges in violent local resistance, the perceptions of innocent people struggling to survive on a daily basis inevitably develop as uncertain at best. 

This new work argues that modern peacekeeping operations bear some surprising resemblances to the imperial experience of liberal states a century ago. Kimberly Zisk focuses on operations in Haiti, Bosnia, Kosovo, and East Timor in the mid-to-late 1990's, and touches on the military occupation of Afghanistan and Iraq. She weaves examples from these cases together, using interviews she conducted with military officers and other peacekeeping officials at the UN, NATO, and elsewhere to draw lessons from earlier colonial experiences for today's missions. 

ONLINE REGISTRATION IS NOW CLOSED. PLEASE EMAIL ECOIRA@WORLDAFFAIRSDC.ORG TO RSVP. 

