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In a book labeled “superb” by The Economist and Ambassador Richard Holbrooke, Stephen Schlesinger gives a detailed account of the essential role the U.S. played in the creation of the United Nations, and an inside look at the many disagreements that threatened its success. Mr. Schlesinger’s book, based on new information from American government archives and the diaries of key participants, reconstructs the San Francisco conference, a topic previously ignored by historians. 

Currently Director of the World Policy Institute at the New School University, Stephen Schlesinger has an extensive background in journalism and foreign policy. After four years as a staff writer for Time Magazine, Mr. Schlesinger served as then New York Governor Mario Cuomo’s speechwriter and foreign policy advisor, which he left in the early 1990’s to work at the United Nations. In addition to his position at the New School, Mr. Schlesinger frequently contributes to publications such as The Washington Post, the Los Angeles Times and The Nation Magazine. 

EVENT REVIEW
By Christopher Haman, LOGA 

The evenings’ content could be felt as soon as one stepped into the Holeman Lounge at the National Press Club office building on that chilly Monday night. A warm fireplace greeted the attendants as they first entered the room. Meanwhile, your eyes were trying to capture the beauty of the woodwork that wrapped around you as it invited you to sit down and take in the voices of what were to follow. 

The kind words of Senator Wirth brought forth an accepting applause by the crowd. As Stephan Schlesinger embodied the importance of the United Nations in our everyday lives, one could feel the integrity for which the coalition stands. The book, which according to Schlesinger’s research, is the only one written that goes into detail of that spring 1945 meeting held in San Francisco, CA that created the prolific organization. 

The meeting was filled with drama from the very beginnings. Schlesinger noted that there were speculations that the conference might not be carried out after President Roosevelt’s sudden death. Many critics doubted the abilities of Vice-President Harry Truman as his successor. President Truman recognized the importance of the conference and would have it carried out as planned. 

Schlesinger reminded us all of other foreign alliances in the past that were created but had failed. One of the most important characteristics of the United Nations is that the organization is a multilateral coalition. This gives the body legitimate authority. The multi-literalism approach prevents any one of the superpowers from using the coalition in a manor that would promote that individual superpower. This greatly enhances the importance of smaller countries to be active in the coalition. 

With each tantalizing fact that Schlesinger commented on, one would have a hard time believing that he was not actually there to witness the conference. The accuracy and detail of his historical findings help us to understand clearly just how important the roles of each individual person involved with the United Nations creation truly was. 

