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Featuring Author Wolfgang Schivelbusch
And Discussion From Dr. John Prados, Director of The National Security Archive's Vietnam Documentation Project 
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Focusing on three seminal cases of military defeat—the South after the Civil War, France in the wake of the Franco-Prussian War, and Germany following World War I-- Wolfgang Schivelbusch reveals the complex psychological and cultural responses of vanquished nations to the experience of loss on the battlefield. Drawing on reactions from every level of society, Schivelbusch charts the narratives defeated nations construct and finds remarkable similarities across cultures. 

Schivelbusch concludes his book questioning, “Could it be that the decades of relative American peacefulness and readiness to cooperate that followed the defeat in Vietnam were merely an interim period, akin to the Weimar Republic, with its pleasant illusion of a pacified Germany? Or, as with the French cries for revanche for Sadowa, that America’s post-September 11 war fever is really a response to an earlier and unresolved defeat?” 

Dr. John Prados, Director of The National Security Archive’s Vietnam Documentation Project and Research Fellow on national security affairs, will lend his extensive insight into the Vietnam War as means of exploring these very queries. 

Wolfgang Schivelbusch, who has been called a master of cultural history, is an independent scholar who lives in New York and Berlin. His books include The Railway Journey, Disenchanted Night, and Tastes of Paradise. In 2002, he received the Heinrich Mann Prize. Published throughout the world, Schivelbusch has written pathbreaking, acclaimed books about technology and culture, and how historical changes play out in the details of daily life. 

John Prados directs the Archive’s Vietnam Documentation Project and is Research Fellow on national security affairs, including foreign affairs, intelligence, and military subjects. He holds a Ph.D. in International Relations from Columbia University and has authored many books and articles on the subjects of the National Security Council, the Central Intelligence Agency and the Vietnam war. His book on the National Security Council and another on intelligence in the Pacific in World War II were both nominated for the Pulitzer Prize. His most recent was Lost Crusader: The Secret Wars of CIA Director William Colby (New York: Oxford University Press, 2003). His articles have appeared in Diplomatic History, Intelligence and National Security, Scientific American, Military History Quarterly, The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, Survival, The New York Times, The Los Angeles Times, The Washington Post, The Boston Globe and The VVA Veteran. 

