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Award-winning Atlantic Monthly correspondent William Langewiesche's new book lays bare the unpredictable manner in which the open ocean-- which makes up three fourths of our plane-- is policed or regulated. This has enormous ramifications not only for terrorism, but for commerce and the safety of the new rising class of stateless citizens who work the mammoth ships that are vital to all world economies. After months of international travel aboard such tankers, Langewiesche discovers a world that could be the greatest threat yet to modern statehood. In light of 9/11 and other recent terror attacks, steps are being taken to secure this vast wilderness. Langewiesche's thought-provoking book provides a glimpse into the complex and awesome nature of such a task. 

Captain J. Ashley Roach, JAGC, USN (retired) will also be on hand to provide commentary on current US marine policy and security measures. As an attorney-adviser with the Office of the Legal Adviser, U.S. Department of State since 1988, Captain Roach has been a member of many U.S. delegations to various IMO meetings -- of the Maritime Safety and Marine Environment Protection Committees, and the Sub-Committees on the Safety of Navigation and Flag State Implementation. His expertise is currently concentrated on law of the sea and the law of naval warfare. Captain Roach will be appearing in his personal capacity and his remarks will not necessarily represent the views of any agency of the United States Government. 

