THE WORLD AFFAIRS COUNCIL OF WASHINGTON, DC
With


Cordially invites you to: 

An Author Series Event with Josh Rushing

Josh Rushing
Al Jazeera Correspondent 

Mission Al Jazeera: Build a Bridge, Seek the Truth, Change the World
Blending his riveting personal story with innovative ideas about how to win the War on Terror, former Marine-turned-Al Jazeera reporter Josh Rushing addresses cross-cultural communications head on. If we are to win the War on Terror, Rushing explains, we must actively engage with the media at home and abroad in order to positively influence the way we are perceived and understood. By refusing to appear on Al Jazeera and other networks, Rushing argues that Western leaders allow the perpetuation of a skewed, negative view of the War on Terror and Western policy generally. By taking readers inside Al Jazeera, Rushing offers a unique behind-the-scenes look at the controversial news channel and shows how the West can harness this media to its advantage, relay a positive message to the Arabic-speaking public, and hear what they have to say in return. 

Josh Rushing works for Al Jazeera English as a military and current affairs correspondent. While providing news packages and insight on military issues, Rushing also shoots thought-provoking stand-alone specials and long-form documentaries. A former U.S. Marine captain with 15 years of service, he was a spokesman at Central Command in Doha, Qatar during operation Iraqi Freedom, and today remains engaged with the military, frequently speaking at West Point and elsewhere. He has appeared on The Today Show, Anderson Cooper 360, and The O’Reilly Factor. Mission Al Jazeera: Build a Bridge, Seek the Truth, Change the World is his first book. 

A book signing will take place immediately after the discussion. Book copies will be available at the event for purchase. 

Here Are Just a Few Reviews of Mr. Rushing’s Mission Al Jazeera

"Civilization's struggle with terrorists is not primarily a struggle of bombs, bullets and bayonets but a struggle of ideas. Al Jazeera English is one of the most effective ways to expose and examine these ideas. If you want to know why and how, read this book." --Lawrence Wilkerson, Chief of Staff to U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell, 2002-2005 

"A captivating and unique insider's account of one American soldier's experience in Iraq, and how that led to his involvement with a critical element of the war: the rise of Al Jazeera and the development of Arab media. This is a strong wake up call to the West that not only exposes the conditions that have lead to our deteriorating relations with the Arab world but provides a brave way forward. It's time to listen to Josh Rushing."--Michael Wolff, Columnist, Vanity Fair 

"Josh Rushing is a precious national resource -- and a global voice for understanding instead of polarizing. His unique story gives reason for hope that human bonds are stronger than rigid propaganda. At a time when easy cliches are drowning us in media sewage and boosting daily carnage, Rushing offers a perspective that could lead us to high moral ground and true international security. He lays bare the mental gymnastics and moral compromises that substituted PR flackery for integrity on the road to war in Iraq. And he symbolizes the fact that honesty and compassion are imperatives for human survival on this planet. Instead of pursuing a career as a Pentagon spokesman, Josh Rushing has opted to seek and speak truth. The world will benefit."--Norman Solomon, author of War Made Easy: How Presidents and Pundits Keep Spinning Us to Death



Thursday, JUNE 28, 2007
6:30 - 8:00PM
NAHB-Conference Center, 1201 15th St, NW, Washington, DC 20005

WACDC Members/Students: $10 
Non-Members: $15
