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Thank you very much, for that kind introduction, and thank you, Ambassador Chretien for so generously hosting this event. I’d also like to thank Donna Evans and the World Affairs Council for planning this celebration of the 75th anniversary of the U.S. Foreign Service, in honor of our newest class. 

I am especially happy to be celebrating the 75th anniversary at the embassy of our close friends from Canada. In addition to our vast and shared economics and political interests, the U.S. derives another great benefit from Canada: We have always looked to you for good, new ideas on how to adapt the diplomatic service to changes in diplomacy’s requirements and society’s structure. You have led the way in thinking about family issues, couples in which both spouses work, and appropriate compensation. Thus, we not only share a border, but we enter new frontiers together, with Canada often in the lead. 

Tonight, it is very appropriate to be sharing our anniversary with our friends in Congress and in Washington’s diplomatic and intellectual communities. I say that because diplomacy at the end of the 20th century is increasingly a team sport. That’s true whether one looks at how U.S. foreign policy is made, with its intense interaction among Executive Branch departments, Congress and the American people, or whether one looks at how we and our allies work together to achieve goals we hold in common. 

From World War II to Kosovo, from the Marshall Plan to the emergence of new democracies around the world, from the Lend- Lease Act to today’s massive international flows of trade and investment, countries are working ever more closely together as this century draws to a close. 

When we cooperate, we accomplish more than any one of us can do alone. That’s true whether the issue is political or economic or whether we are looking for new ways to promote human rights, foster democracy, combat organized crime, or protect the environment. On these and so many other issues, there is no closer teamwork than that between Canada and the United States. 

Canada has joined in the combat in Kosovo and Canada, is always there for peacekeeping, and is poised again for KFOR. Canada and the United States are the world’s largest trade partners; the fact that we are generally able to work through our trade disputes is a measure of partnership. And, we have just solved two long standing, divisive and difficult issues-the conserving and sharing of Pacific salmon, and a dispute about magazine trade-in the same spirit of good, hard negotiations leading to a mutually acceptable solution. We hope we can continue this win- win approach in North America and we thank our Canadian partners for their help and cooperation. 

Further afield, problems in any one country, no matter how far away, tend to affect all of us, both in very real terms-think of the Asian economic crisis-and in political terms-think about how our citizens demand a response to the images of suffering they see on their televisions-even when that does not translate into a corresponding desire to support in Congress the resources needed for solving the problems. 

This interconnectivity among countries has a great effect on the internal politics of each. There is no international issue that is not also a domestic issue and no domestic issue without an international dimension. 

And the dynamic has not yet played itself out. What is clear is that the information and technological revolution that is forcing the world closer together has not yet crested. This wave of continuing change may be the most significant factor shaping our foreign policy in the future. 

It affects: 

· How our governments formulate foreign policy. With more players on the field and more games in the season, how does a democratic government pursue a coherent and cohesive foreign policy? How does it respond to the many voices of its people and parliament but speak in one consistent voice to other governments? 

· How do diplomats do their job? In a very real sense, diplomats, from the most senior Washington official or ambassador overseas, to desk officers in Washington as consular offices abroad, have much more work to do now than ever before, but our resources have been diminished, not expanded. What can we do as a country to ensure that our first line of defense- the foreign Service- is adequately equipped and staffed to protect U.S. interest and U.S. citizens? 

· Looking now at relations between nations: where ties are ver greater, chances for conflict increase even as opportunities for cooperation do, too. How do we manage relations, particularly public perceptions of those relations, so that differences do not seem to dominate? Trade issues may be the clearest example of this dilemma. Never before have the world and its people benefited so greatly from international commerce, but the very fact that there is so much trade means there are also more trade disputes. The headline tends not to be, " Good news, we are all better off!" but rather, " There ‘ they go again, hurting us." That attitude not only skews perception of trade but can affect the way the people of one country view another and whether or not they see the other as a partner. 

· So, how do we manage such conflicts? The basic answer is that in the end, countries understand that they need their trade and security partners and so they put things back together and try to bring their citizens along. 

· But, I think we need to do an even better job because the friction factor is going to rise, not fall, as interconnectivity continues to grow. 

· That calls for great responsibility among government and elected officials within each country, in their public remarks and in their dealings with one another and with their citizens. 

· In relations between countries, it calls for greater attention to early warning of upcoming disputes so that they can be avoided, resolved, or at minimum, cordoned off from other, greater mutual interests. 

· Finally, it calls for a modern brand of diplomacy, in which public affairs and outreach are given more weight. We need to explain what we are doing and hear from U.S. citizens, businesses and interest groups. The same holds true overseas, where our diplomats need to be freed to get out into the country. 

Those are just a few of the challenges that we will face together as we work together to ensure that friendship, not friction, dominate in a world rapidly growing closer together. There are other obvious issues, too, that we will face in the next decades, such as the increasing gap between those people and countries that have mastered new technologies and those that lag behind. In that regard, it is important to remember that 75% of the world’s population does not even have a telephone. 

I’d like now to address a few remarks specifically to the young diplomats in whose honor this event has been arranged. When you swore your allegiance to the Constitution-some of you as recently as three days ago-you embarked upon a great adventure, upon a life that will soon be enriched by friends and experiences from around the world. You took up a great challenge. To do diplomacy well is the of intellectual and interpersonal equivalent of scaling Mount Everest. 

Most importantly, you accepted the honor of serving your country and its people. This duty and privilege will tax you. You will be called upon to exert extraordinary effort for the sake of a fellow citizen or in pursuit of your country’s highest interest. You, your friends and your family will make sacrifices. 

But, you inherited a great tradition, 75 years of professionalism; 75 years of achievements on behalf of this free and generous nation. We turn that legacy over to you and we are counting on you. This world of rapid change and technological wizardry is you world to understand and protect. It is your time to work with your colleagues in other agencies and the hill, with your counterparts in other countries, with your fellow citizens. 

At the end of this century, all of us have been handed a world more free and prosperous than at any time in human history, and an international system that, at its best, fosters better relations among nations and a better standard of living for its people. But, there is no lack of challenges. Our task, whether elected officials, diplomats, or scholars, is to continue that upward trajectory, grappling with the new problems and devising new ways of doing things, in service to the government and people we represent. 

I wish all of you the very best and thank you again for sharing in a birthday celebration of the Foreign Service.

