THE WORLD AFFAIRS COUNCIL OF WASHINGTON, DC
Presents
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A VIEW FROM CAIRO:
Special Member Reception with Egyptian Ambassador Nabil Fahmy 
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COST:
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Join us as Ambassador Fahmy takes your questions on the most provocative topics in the Middle East today. 

EVENT REVIEW
By Marilú M. Vargas
WACDC Intern 

On Tuesday June, 21 the Egyptian Ambassador, Nabil Fahmy, opened the doors of his beautiful embassy to welcome the World Affairs Council members and to address the theme of democracy in Egypt, a timely topic given that the first democratic presidential elections will be held this coming September. This historic transformation that Egypt has been undergoing is not occurring because of pressure from the United States government, but rather because, as Ambassador Fahmy stated, “Egypt needs to move forward. We need democracy because we need to be better.” These changes have occurred because the Egyptian citizens want them, as indicated by the previous parliamentary election where “the majority [party] only got 39% of the vote,” –seen as a true signal of a desire for change and democratic participation. 

Ambassador Fahmy also discussed Egypt’s relationship with the United States, and pointed out that both countries need each other. More specifically, the United States needs to be on good terms with Egypt because of its influence in the Middle East, while Egypt needs to have good relations with the United States to prosper economically. Ambassador Fahmy went on to mention the matter of Iraq and stated, as was claimed before the invasion of Iraq, Egypt does not support the United States in its decision because, “for Egypt, law, not power, rules;” since the actions in Iraq were not supported by the Security Council, it was not something that Egypt could support. He then stated that despite a desire to help solve the problem in Iraq, Egypt dose not support the United States and “will not intervene in US strategic interests.” 

On the issue of terrorism, Ambassador Fahmy reminded the audience that when Egypt was attacked in the 1990’s by the same terrorists that were involved with the September 11 attacks, the world failed to acknowledge the true international nature of the threat. He recalled a statement released by the Egyptian government indicating that such terrorist factions were not only the Middle East’s problem but the world’s: “Yes, they are from Arab countries but they live in Europe and train in Asia and the United States.” He reiterated the need for multinational solutions to terrorism, for such groups seek to bring down governing structures in all societies, not just in one particular nation. 

Ambassador Fahmy concluded his informative speech by stating that “the situation in Egypt is better than what people think; once you give people the chance to think [and the option of choice] you can’t take it away.” He concluded by advising the largely American audience not to expect a perfect democracy to arise overnight in Egypt; for just as democracy in the US has developed and flourished with time and trial, so too will the system in Egypt. 

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHY
Nabil Fahmy became ambassador of Egypt to the United States on Nov. 29, 1999. 

Ambassador Fahmy has had a long and distinguished diplomatic career with a particular focus on curbing nuclear proliferation. The ambassador has written many books and articles on the issue of nuclear proliferation. 

He began his career in 1974 in the Cabinet of the secretary of the president for external communications. From 1975 until 1976, he was a political officer in the Cabinet of the vice president of Egypt. In 1976, he began his work in the Cabinet of the minister of foreign affairs. From 1978 until 1982, he was the second secretary of the Egyptian Mission to the United Nations for the Conference on Disarmament. He continued his work on disarmament and peaceful nuclear energy issues with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs from 1982 until 1984. In 1986, he became the first secretary to the United Nations and later counselor, where he worked on the disarmament issue. In 1991, he became the senior disarmament official for the Department of International Organizations in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He quickly rose to the position of Counselor and remained until 1995. In 1997 he was appointed ambassador to Japan, which he held until 1999. In January 1999, he became member of the United Nations' Secretary General's Advisory Board on Disarmament Matters. 

Ambassador Fahmy has a Bachelor of Science degree from the American University in Cairo and a Master's of Art degree in management from the same school. He is married with two daughters and one son.

