THE WORLD AFFAIRS COUNCIL OF WASHINGTON, DC
Presents 

WINNING THE WAR ON TERRORISM
Panelist Include:
PETER BERGEN, Fellow, New American Foundation; Terrorism Analyst CNN; Author, Holy War, Inc: Inside the Secret World of Bin Laden
JOHN DONVAN, Correspondent & Guest Anchor, ABC News Nightline
MICHAEL SCHEUER, Author, Imperial Hubris 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2005
6:30-8:30 pm Bethesda Round House Theatre
Located less than one block from the Bethesda Metro Station (red line), at the corner of East-West Highway and Waverly Street 

COST:
$10 WACDC Members
$20 Non-Members 

Join us for an evening of candid discussion with the nation’s leading terrorism analysts to examine America’s future in the War on Terrorism. From the US response to 9/11, to understanding “the enemy,” these experts will scrutinize all facets of this new and dangerous age in which we presently live. 

New York Times and Washington Post bestseller Imperial Hubris was originally published anonymously, as required by the Central Intelligence Agency. Its author is Michael Scheuer, the former head of the CIA's Bin Laden Unit, who resigned in November 2004 after nearly two decades of experience in national security issues related to Afghanistan and South Asia. 

He will be joined by Peter Bergen, one of the few Western journalists ever to meet bin Laden, and author of New York Times bestseller Holy War, Inc: Inside The Secret World of Bin Laden.The Washington Post reviewed Bergen’s work as "the only book you need to read about Osama bin Laden." Bergen, in addition to his current position as Fellow at the New American Foundation, is Adjunct Professor at the School of Advanced International Studies at Johns Hopkins University and CNN's terrorism analyst. 

John Donvan, Correspondent and Guest Anchor for ABC News Nightline will assist the Council for the second time as moderator. 

EVENT REVIEW
By Meg McDonnell
WACDC Intern 

Winning the War on Terror, held on February 23, 2005 at the Bethesda Roundhouse Theater in Maryland, was a program that focused on the influence of terrorism in today’s political and cultural world and America’s current endeavors and future involvement in the containment of terrorism. The panelists included the former head of the CIA’s Bin Laden unit, Michael Scheuer; Peter Bergen of CNN news and author of New York Times bestseller Holy War, Inc: Inside The Secret World of Bin Laden; Robert Satloff, Executive Director for the Washington Institute for Near East Policy; and John Sopko, Former General Counsel and Chief of Investigations for the House Select Committee on Homeland Security; Former Chief Investigative Counsel for the Senate Governmental Affairs Committee. The panelists’ discussion was moderated by John Donvan, the correspondent and Guest anchor for ABC News Nightline. 

Michael Scheuer presented opening remarks. He focused on the negative perceptions of American policies, linked to US military presence throughout the world and specifically in the Middle East. Scheuer determined that these unfavorable views are what Osama Bin Laden continually draws upon to generate and organize hatred for American government and society. Scheuer observes a growing lack of support for Americans in the Muslim and Sunni populations based on our aggressive foreign policy; though recognizes that there is no quick solution. America’s intelligence and defense agencies should focus on slowing the growth of support for Bin Laden, and increasing the understanding of his ideology, technique, and execution. Thus far, however, the US has failed to fully understand and appreciate the enemy. Scheuer concluded with an emphasis on identifying the true nature, motives and threat of the terrorist enemy as necessary ingredients to successful American campaigns in the War on Terrorism. 

Peter Bergen, CNN’s terrorism analyst, arranged an interview with Osama Bin Laden in Afghanistan in 1997. He remains one of the few western journalists to have met and interviewed Bin Laden. Bergen opened his presentation with an emphasis on Scheuer’s concluding thought, that Bin Laden must be understood to be defeated. Bergen stated that Bin Laden is a “surgeon” in his intelligence and his sophistication. Bergen focused on the role of the international community in terrorism, as Americans often do not recognize the daily terror that the international community faces. The conflicts that occur globally are usually confined with a specific nation’s borders. Bergen points out that rarely have terrorist attacks been committed in America by Americans. Typically these attacks have been executed by foreign terrorists. Bergen observed that the United States is usually not in the limelight of terror, as Al Qaeda probably does not have a significant structure within the United States. Instead, Bergen suggests that risks are much more prevalent in Europe, as economic problems lead to a lack of production, which leads to the need for imported labor. While Muslims in the United States are typically integrated into American culture and reject the ideals of Al Qaeda and Bin Laden, the case is considerably different in Europe. 

Dr. Robert Satloff spent the past two years in the Arab world, specifically in Morocco, studying the interaction within the Muslim communities and the general direction of Muslim society. Satloff opened his presentation by questioning if our enemies know who we are. Satloff immediately stated that Bin Laden and Al Qaeda are not the major problems in Middle Eastern conflict. Instead, he suggested that the major problems exist within the inner conflict of Muslim communities. Satloff referred to American policies and the way Americans live as irrelevant to the conflicts in the Middle East. It is about the “direction of Muslim society” said Satloff. He states that Islamic extremists believe society should be controlled by Islamic law, not by man’s law. “If they win, we lose. If they lose, we win,” Satloff stated in reference to the Islamic extremists. Satloff observed that one of the most important contributions of the 9/11 Commission was the conclusion that the true threat was not terrorism, but the ideology of Islamic extremists. The challenge remains as to what actions the United States should take to address that threat. Satloff recognized the United State’s first attempts to address the threat of Islamic extremism as failures, the first being the campaign made after September 11th to illustrate Americans as the ‘good guys,’ and the second being the effort to change American policy towards the Middle East. Instead, Satloff suggested that the answer lies in America’s ability to look at itself, invest in its allies, and assert its policies. Satloff noted that when Muslims are happier with their own lives, they are much less likely to target Americans and can more easily focus on ideological extremists, as an overwhelming majority of the Muslim communities oppose these extremists. Satloff insisted that the American government must stop avoiding the issues of terror and ideological extremism. Satloff concluded with the idea that if the United States is upfront and discusses their issues of concern maturely, then they will receive a positive response. 

John Sopko is a former representative of the Department of Homeland Security. Sopko focused his presentation on the American response to terror at home. He recognized six major issues: fighting the “last war,” the failure to prioritize threats, the lack of communication between branches of intelligence, the lack of control on American borders, the containers and packages that pass over these borders, and America’s economic infrastructure. Sopko stated that Americans are fighting the last war. He sees that Americans are fighting a war initiated by hijacking, and therefore spend enormous amounts of money on airport security while neglecting security in other forms of transportation. Sopko additionally suggests that the executive branch has failed to pinpoint a threat, and thus the government is “running back and forth” to contain the latest danger. As these threats were never listed by congress in terms of what should be prioritized, every threat receives equal treatment and equal funding, when the concern of each threat differs severely. Sopko focused next on the lack of communication between branches of intelligence, as the information collected by each branch is often not shared. Control of the American borders was Sopko’s next concern, as he stated that there is nothing stopping a dedicated terrorist from crossing America’s “porous” borders. More disturbing than an individual’s ability to cross the border is the 8 million cargo containers that cross America’s borders annually. Finally, Sopko focused on the United State’s infrastructure. The USA’s infrastructure is typically viewed as “too big to fail,” but it contains a system of poorly protected industries. Sopko observes that a terrorist could easily target the weaknesses of the American infrastructure simply by understanding how it works. Sopko suggested that the problem lies in the lack governmental control over the infrastructure. The American business world relies on self regulation, but Sopko questions if this is reasonable in light of today’s global economy. 

Though some of the experts presented differing views, each of the presentations held insight and perspective into today’s national and global confrontation of terrorism stemming from the Middle East. The inquiries from the audience at the end of the presentations created disagreement over best methods of response to Bin Laden and the question of the ethics involved in the spread of democracy. The differences in perception, however, provoked thought and discussion as to the legitimacy of American policy and increased an awareness of the global impact of terrorism in the Middle East. 

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
PETER BERGEN
Peter Bergen s a fellow at the New America Foundation in Washington D.C; an Adjunct Professor at the School of Advanced International Studies at Johns Hopkins University; CNN's terrorism analyst and author of Holy War, Inc.: Inside the Secret World of Bin Laden. (Free Press, 2001). Holy War, Inc., which The Washington Post reviewed as "the only book you need to read about Osama bin Laden" was a New York Times bestseller and has been translated into eighteen languages. A documentary based on Holy War, Inc., which aired on National Geographic television, was nominated for an Emmy in the research category. Bergen has written about al Qaeda and terrorism for a variety of publications including the New York Times, Los Angeles Times, The New Republic, Foreign Affairs, The Washington Post, The Atlantic, The Guardian and The Daily Telegraph. He is on the editorial board of Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, the leading scholarly journal in the field. In 1997, as a producer for CNN, Bergen produced bin Laden's first television interview. He was the recipient of the Leonard Silk Journalism Fellowship 2000 for Holy War, Inc, and in 1994 he won the Overseas Press Club Edward R. Murrow award for best foreign affairs documentary for the CNN program "Kingdom of Cocaine." 

From mid 1998 to late 1999 Bergen worked as a correspondent-producer for CNN. He was program editor for "CNN Impact," a co-production of CNN and TIME, from 1997 to 1998. Previously he worked for CNN as a producer on a wide variety of international and U.S. national stories. From 1985 to 1990 he worked for ABC News in New York. 

Bergen received a B.A. in Modern History from New College, Oxford University in 1984. He was born in Minneapolis in 1962 and was raised in London. 

JOHN DONVAN
John Donvan is a correspondent for ABC News "Nightline,"and occasional substitute anchor for Ted Koppel. He has served over a career of more than two decades in the following capacities for ABC News: Chief White House Correspondent, Chief Moscow Correspondent, Amman Bureau Chief, Jerusalem Correspondent, and Correspondent for the ABC News Magazine "Turning Point." 

More recently, Donvan has received positive reviews for his work covering the war in Iraq as a unilateral reporter, for which the "Chicago Sun Times" named him one of the ten war stars. He has made several return trips to Baghdad since. 

Is It Time to Withdraw From Iraq? 1/18/05: Warren Buffet (1999) The first part of Donvan's career was shaped as a foreign correspondent, beginning at age 25 for ABC Radio in 1980. In 1982, the network promoted him to television. He was assigned to Jerusalem on the West Bank and the rest of the Arab world. 

From 1985 to 1988, he worked for CNN, as a London-based correspondent, covering Europe, the Middle East, and Africa. His live reporting on the U.S. bombing of Libya was likened to the work of Edward R. Murrow by the New York Daily News. 

Donvan rejoined ABC in 1988 and has been there ever since. Based in London, and later Moscow, he covered nearly all of the major news events overseas through the 1980s and the 1990s. This includes: the collapse of Communism (he was in Red Square the night the Soviet flag came down, and in Romania when Nicolae Ceausescu was arrested); the Iran-Iraq War; both Persian Gulf Wars; two Royal Weddings; the assassination of Anwar Sadat; the bombing of the marine barracks in Beirut; and the end of the nuclear arms race. 

Donvan returned to New York in 1993, where he contributed to ABC News' magazine programs and "World News Tonight," and occasionally served as an anchor on "Good Morning America" and Weekend News broadcasts. In 1997, he was assigned to the network's Washington bureau, and the White House beat, covering the campaign finance scandal and the president's travels abroad. He joined "Nightline" in 1998 and continues as one of that program's small cadre of correspondents. He is an occasional substitute anchor for Ted Koppel, and hosted many interviews for Nightline's production of "UpClose". 

Donvan has won two Emmy Awards, several Overseas Press Club Awards, two Cine Golden Eagles, and has been honored by the National Association of Black Journalists, the Committee of 100, and the Media Action Network for Asian-Americans. 

He graduated magna cum laude from Dartmouth College and the Columbia School of Journalism. He and his wife, Dr. Ranit Mishori, have one son, Ben, and a daughter, Noa. 

MICHAEL SCHEUER
New York Times and Washington Post bestseller Imperial Hubris was originally published anonymously, as required by the Central Intelligence Agency. Its author is Michael Scheuer, the former head of the CIA’s Bin Laden Unit, who resigned in November 2004 after nearly two decades of experience in national security issues related to Afghanistan and South Asia. As “Anonymous,” he is also the author of Through Our Enemies’ Eyes: Osama bin Laden, Radical Islam, and the Future of America. Scheuer has been featured on many national and international television news programs, has been interviewed for broadcast media and documentaries, and has been the focus of print media worldwide.

