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With rapidly developing nuclear capabilities, evident support for terrorism, and apparent prying in the Iraqi elections, the world’s stage seems to be set for a showdown between the Bush Administration and Iran. Join us for an evening of candid and critical examination of the history, risks and alternative options for the course of US-Iran relations. 

DR. SHAUL BAKHASH is widely held as one of the leading authorities on Iran. He currently serves as the Clarence J. Robinson Professor of History at George Mason University and specializes in the history of the modern Middle East with a special interest in the history of Iran. He has been a Guggenheim Fellow; and has also held fellowships at Brookings, Carnegie, and the Institute of Advanced Study at Princeton. He serves on the Advisory Board of Human Rights Watch/Middle East and the editorial boards of the Journal of Democracy and the Middle East Journal. 

HIS EXCELLENCY WOLFGANG ISCHINGER has served as German Ambassador to the United States of America since July 31, 2001. He will discuss European efforts to address the Iranian nuclear challenge and the view from the EU. 

DR. RAY TAKEYH, Senior Fellow in Middle Eastern Studies at the Council on Foreign Relations, is a widely respected expert on Iran, political reform in the Middle East, and Islamist movements and parties. 

EVENT REVIEW
By Aarti Jhaveri
WACDC Intern 

Approximately 100 individuals from the Washington Metro and Northern Virginia areas attended the World Affairs Council’s 4th event of the year, entitled, “The Challenge of Iran.” In light of President Bush’s recent trip to Europe, the panel discussion was both timely and relevant, featuring three respected voices in the arena of international affairs. At Rosslyn’s Spectrum theater, the speakers included Wolfgang Ischinger, the German Ambassador to the United States, Dr. Shaul Bakash, professor of history at George Mason University, and Dr. Ray Takeyh, senior fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations. 

The discussion began with Dr. Bakash, who provided audience members with a seasoned lens on the current, domestic makeup of Iran, commenting on the increase in oil revenue Iran has been treated to this year. “If the government hasn’t used the [oil] money wisely, nevertheless, it’s been used to decrease civil discontent,” he said, referring to higher worker salaries, and an improvement in the country’s medical facilities. Bakash did, however, claim that the conservative dominance in Iran’s parliament has impacted several political freedoms in the country, including press censorship. In terms of foreign policy, Bakash emphasized the fact that Iran and China’s recent $70 billion gas deal only affirms Iran’s growing role in the global economy. 

Offering the audience a more international, policy-driven perspective on the nation was Ambassador Ischinger, who discussed American and European objectives, as a result of Iran’s nuclear program. “There is no doubt that Iran has been pursuing a program to produce nuclear capabilities—not necessarily military capabilities as they have consistently claimed,” began Ischinger. “We learned a good lesson from the Soviet Union. Intentions remain, but the capabilities remain.” Ischinger continued to outline the differences between American and European policies towards Iran. While America has continued to focus on the regime change objective, according to Ischinger, Europe believes that pursuing the latter with the nuclear objective becomes overwhelming. Fortunately, President’s Bush’s visit to Europe in late February produced more unity, in terms of agreeing on pursuing the nuclear objective. For Iran to engage in the cessation of nuclear enrichment capabilities, however, Europe needs to provide it with an attractive incentive. “These incentives would look a lot better if they were enforced by the United States,” said Ischinger. Although the United States has claimed that it will support European negotiations with Iran, it has been adamant about the fact that it will not participate. “If we fail in our negotiations, there are no comfortable options,” acknowledged Ischinger, claiming that the issue would reach a stale-mate if it was taken to the United Nations Security Council. “That’s why I believe that our negotiating effort is the only game in town.” 

Dr. Takeyh, on the other hand, believed that the United Kingdom, Germany and France would not have the final word on Iran’s nuclear capabilities—the decision rests in the hands of the International Atomic and Energy Agency. Unlike Ischinger, Takeyh was also firm about the fact that Security Council involvement would mean immediate action, not apathy. “UNSC intervention will give America—however flimsy—the legal pretext to military intervention in Iran,” he claimed. In a voice that was probably the most blatant out of all three, Takeyh articulated the fact that the history of revolutionary nations (like Iran) that achieve nuclear capabilities is that they become aggressive, and perhaps that is what the rest of the world is afraid of. “But that’s a reality we really don’t want to see,” he added. “That would mean that diplomacy has failed.” 

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES,
DR. SHAUL BAKHASH
Shaul Bakhash specializes in the history of the modern Middle East with a special interest in the history of Iran. He received his B. A. and M. A. from Harvard University and his D. Phil from Oxford University. 

He is the author of Iran: Monarchy, Bureaucracy and Reform Under the Qajars, 1858-1896; The Politics of Oil and Revolution in Iran; and Reign of the Ayatollahs: Iran and the Islamic Revolution. His articles have appeared in numerous scholarly journals and books, as well as in the New York Review of Books, Foreign Policy, The New Republic, the New York Times, the Washington Post, the Los Angeles Times and other newspapers. He worked for many years as a journalist in Iran, writing for Tehran-based Kayhan Newspapers as well as for the London Times, the Financial Times, and The Economist. 

Prior to his time with George Mason University, he taught at Princeton University. He has been a Guggenheim Fellow and held fellowships at the Institute of Advanced Study at Princeton and other research centers. He serves on the Advisory Board of Human Rights Watch/Middle East and the editorial boards of the Journal of Democracy and the Middle East Journal. 

HIS EXCELLENCY WOLFGANG ISCHINGER
Wolfgang Ischinger, German Ambassador to the United States of America since July 31, 2001, was born in 1946 near Stuttgart in southern Germany and joined the German Foreign Service in 1975 with German law degree and a a master’s degree from the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy. He worked at the UN in New York and was posted to Washington, D.C., and to Paris. In Bonn, he served as special assistant to Foreign Ministers Genscher and Kinkel. From 1993 to 1998, Ambassador Ischinger served in various senior positions in the Foreign Ministry where he led the German delegations to a number of international negotiating processes, including the Bosnia Peace Talks at Dayton, Ohio, the negotiations concerning the NATO-Russia Founding Act, as well as the negotiations on NATO enlargement and on the Kosovo crisis. 

From 1998 to 2001, Wolfgang Ischinger served as State Secretary, the highest civil service post, in the German Foreign Office. 

Mr. Ischinger has published widely on foreign policy, security and arms control policy as well as on European and transatlantic issues. 

He serves on several non-profit boards, including the Board of Overseers of the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, the East-West Institute in New York, the Alfred Herrhausen Gesellschaft, Frankfurt, the Council on Public Policy, and AFS Germany (American Field Service). He is also Chairman of the Ambassadors Advisory Board of the Executive Council on Diplomacy in Washington, D.C. 

Wolfgang Ischinger is married and has two children. He is a certified professional ski instructor and holds a private pilot’s license. 

DR. RAY TAKEYH
Ray Takeyh, Senior Fellow in Middle Eastern Studies at the Council on Foreign Relations, is a reknowned expert on Iran, political reform in the Middle East, and Islamist movements and parties. 

His professional experience includes time as Professor of national security studies, National War College; Professor and Director of studies, Near East and South Asia Center for Strategic Studies, National Defense University; Fellow in international security studies, Yale University; fellow, Washington Institute for Near East Policy; and Fellow, Center for Middle East Studies, University of California, Berkeley. 

His recent publications include "The Receding Shadow of the Prophet: The Rise and Fall of Radical Political Islam" (2004); "The Origins of the Eisenhower Doctrine: The United States, Britain and Nasser’s Egypt, 1953-1957" (2000). He has published articles in Foreign Affairs, Foreign Policy, The National Interest, Survival, Washington Quarterly, Orbis, World Policy Journal, Middle East Journal, and Middle East Policy. Takeyh has also published numerous opinion pieces in leading newspapers, such as The Washington Post, the Los Angeles Times, the Financial Times, and the International Herald Tribune. 

Dr. Takeyh is fluent in Persian and maintains a working knowledge of Arabic. He recieved his Ph.D. from Oxford University. Among his many honors are the John M. Olin Fellowship, the Sir Raymond Carr Award, and the Arnold Bryce and Read Award in Modern History, Oxford University. 

