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EVENT REVIEW
Aarti Jhaveri, WAC Intern 

In the field of foreign correspondence, somewhere in between the language barriers and the jet lag lies the potential for a profound learning experience—gaining an opportunity to glimpse into the innumerable cultural windows that compose today’s global framework. Four Washington Post reporters provided an audience of over 300 individuals with insight into their particular areas of international expertise at one of the most popular World Affairs Council events of the year. Entitled, “America & The World: A Discussion with Correspondents from the Washington Post,” the event, which has been a WACDC tradition for over five years, took place at the Ronald Reagan International Center on the evening of March 21, 2005. 

The discussion started with Pamela Constable’s depiction of Afghanistan’s status quo, a careful blend of optimism and skepticism. “Every person you met in Afghanistan was a story,” said Constable, who remembered passing by a makeshift voting area in a southern Afghan province, only to realize that there were no women present at the venue. Upon speaking to the individuals voting, however, she was told that in a nearby farm house was a literate, 17-year old girl, who had volunteered to fill out women’s voter ID cards. In a country where only 20 percent of the female population is literate, this was considered somewhat of a luxury. “Replicate this process by thousands of villages, and I consider that a remarkable accomplishment,” Constable continued. In an effort to be realistic, Constable was also quick to point out the many problems that still plague the nation, including drug trafficking, and corrupt warlords who hold power in several provinces. “I can’t exactly urge you to visit Kabul next year,” she said, “but maybe in the near future.” 

As the panel shifted gears to focus on America’s relations with Europe, it was Keith Richburg that offered the audience the perspective of a seasoned journalist. While US-European relations were at an all-time low after the 2000 elections—Europeans didn’t think they were legitimate, claimed Richburg—with 9-11, a great deal changed. “Even in Europe, there were newspapers with headlines like, ‘We are all Americans,’” Richburg said. Unfortunately, when the U.S. government made the Iraqi war a priority, there was yet another rift in its relations with Europe. “For the Europeans (particularly the French), it wasn’t about Saddam Hussein or even trade; it was about putting an international constraint on unchecked American power,” he added. Most recently, President Bush’s trip to Europe pointedly made the region a diplomatic priority, as he spent a record number of 3 days in Brussels, a first for any America president. Bush’s visit to the European Commission validated the fact that he sees the European region as an ally, said Richburg, a position that is on par with Europe’s transitioning image of its expanding identity. With Europe’s potential decision to lift its arms embargo on China, and the rocky nuclear negotiations with Iran, however, there lie many more opportunities for future disputes with America. 

Turning our attention to yet another dispute filled region, the Middle East, was Robin Wright. Instead of an outlook that was strictly gloomy, Wright emphasized the monumental changes that the region has seen over the past 12 months—the death of Yasser Arafat, Lebanon’s Cedar Revolution, and Iraqi elections—all reasons to remain hopeful. “The thaw has begun,” said Wright. “It’s a contrast to the frozen road map we saw a year ago.” Wright continued to applaud individuals who have contributed to the thawing process, including Ariel Sharon, who has abandoned the idea of expanding Israel, and Mahmoud Abbas, who has moved to eliminate members of the “old guard” from his government. Careful not to over do the optimism, Wright used Egypt as an example of a country where democracy may not produce favorable results. “Democracy not only means the vote, it means access to resources,” she asserted. In a country with scarce resources like Egypt, democracy may not be able to deliver what it promises. “There is much to celebrate, but it will be a whole generation before we see the change we want in the Middle East,” concluded Wright. 

To complete the discussion, Thomas Ricks provided more of a domestic lens, with his opinion on the future of the American military. “What does the world look like to an American general, gazing across the Potomac?” began Ricks, commenting on the precariously spread US forces. “For the first time, the American army is in unexplored territory, and we are in danger of ‘hollowing out’ our forces,” he said. Ricks attributed a majority of the problems to Iraq, where tens of thousands of troops are likely to stay, for years to come. “And that’s the best case scenario,” he grimly added. The worst case, on the other hand, would be the rise of a charismatic Iraqi figure, who is both anti-American and unifying, using oil revenue to purchase nuclear weapons. If economists were to put a number on the pace at which U.S military forces are operating, it would be 105 %, said Ricks. “We’re running, but we will not be able to sustain ourselves. To bet that we won’t have another military conflict in the future would be to bet against history.” 

Whether it was Constable’s view of post-Taliban Afghanistan, Richburg’s portrayal of the capricious nature of US-European relations, Wright’s discussion of the potential for a democratic Middle East, or Ricks’s take on the thinning of the American military, one thing remains clear. The news is no longer merely a neutral player in the world, but an active participant in the process of shaping international relations.

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES 

PAMELA CONSTABLE
Pamela Constable is The Washington Post’s deputy foreign editor in charge of coverage of Africa and the Americas. She was the Post’s Kabul bureau chief until late 2004, immediately following her tour as South Asia bureau chief, based in New Delhi. Prior to her posting in New Delhi in the spring of 1999, Constable was a staff writer for the Washington Post, covering immigrant communities and issues in the Washington area. Since joining the Post in 1994, she has also reported from Iraq, Pakistan and Cuba. During her tours abroad, she frequently contributed articles to the Style, Book World and Outlook sections of the paper. 

Before joining the Post, Constable was a foreign correspondent, Washington-based reporter and editor at the Boston Globe. From 1992 to 1994 she was the paper's Deputy Washington Bureau Chief. From 1982 to 1992, she reported extensively from Central America, South America and the Caribbean, with special emphasis on Chile and Haiti. She also reported from the former Soviet Union, South Korea and the Philippines. From 1978 to 1982, she was a staff reporter for the Baltimore Sun. 

Constable is author of Fragments of Grace: My Search for Meaning in the Strife of South Asia, published by Potomac Books in 2004, and co-author of A Nation of Enemies: Chile under Pinochet, published by W.W. Norton in 1991. She has also written articles for Foreign Affairs, Foreign Policy, the Journal of Democracy, Smithsonian Magazine and Current History. She is a 1993 recipient of the Maria Moors Cabot Prize from Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism, and a 1989 recipient of the Alicia Patterson Fellowship to study military rule in Chile. 

A 1974 graduate of Brown University, Constable is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations and the Women's Foreign Policy group, and she serves on the Board of Directors of the Maria Moors Cabot Prize. She speaks fluent French and Spanish. 

KEITH RICHBURG
Keith Richburg is The Washington Post’s bureau chief in Paris. Prior to his posting in Paris, Richburg spent a year in Jakarta, opening the Post’s bureau there, and five years as chief of the Post’s Hong Kong bureau. His first posting overseas was in Nairobi, Kenya where he spent three years as chief of the Post’s Africa bureau. 

Richburg joined The Post immediately after his graduation from college in 1980, after having worked two summer internships at the newspaper in 1978 and 1979. He covered City Hall for the Metro desk, and then successively, suburban politics in Montgomery County, Maryland until 1983. Taking a twelve-month leave from the Post, he attended the London School of Economics and was awarded a master’s degree in international affairs and development studies in 1984. 

He returned to The Post in October 1984, working first on the National desk covering education and as a general assignment reporter. He joined the Foreign desk in early 1986 as the Southeast Asia correspondent based in Manila. 

In 1990 Richburg took another leave of absence from the newspaper on a fellowship to the East-West Center in Honolulu, Hawaii. 

In 1993, Richburg (with William Branigin) won both the Korn-Ferry Award for United Nations reporting and the Foreign Reporting Award from the National Association of Black Journalists for his coverage of Somalia. In 1994, he won the George Polk Award for foreign reporting for his Somalia coverage and was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize. In 1998, Richburg shared the George Polk Award with fellow Post correspondents Mary Jordan and Kevin Sullivan for their reporting on the impact of the Asian financial crisis. Richburg is the author of Out of America: A Black Man Confronts Africa, published in 1997. He has also written for Foreign Affairs and Emerge Magazine. 

Keith Richburg was born in Detroit, Michigan on May 19, 1958. He attended parochial and private schools, and then attended the University of Michigan, majoring in political science with a minor in journalism. He graduated in May, 1980 and was elected to Phi Beta Kappa. 

THOMAS RICKS
Thomas Ricks is a visiting fellow at the international security program of the Center for Strategic and International Studies. 

He is on leave from the Washington Post, where he has covered the U.S. military since 2000. Until the end of 1999 he had the same beat at the Wall Street Journal, where he was a reporter for 17 years. 

He has reported on U.S. military activities in Somalia, Haiti, Korea, Bosnia, Kosovo, Macedonia, Kuwait, Turkey, Afghanistan and Iraq. His major articles have looked at the changed nature of peacekeeping (1992), the growing importance of nonlethal weapons (1993),the revolution in military affairs (1994), the passage of one recruit platoon through Marine boot camp (1995), the cultural battle at West Point's leadership department (1997), the U.S. military's new emphasis on operating in Asia (2000), target clearance problems in the Afghan war (2001), the high morale of U.S. troops in Afghanistan (2002), the discrepancy between how a U.S. patrol in Baghdad saw itself and how Iraqis saw it (2003), and the growing strain on the military families and on the National Guard (2004). 

He was part of a Wall Street Journal team that won the 2000 Pulitzer Prize for national reporting. That series of articles on how the U.S. military might change to meet the new demands of the 21st century is posted at: http://www.pulitzer.org/year/2000/national-reporting/works. 

Ricks also was part of a Washington Post team that won the 2002 Pulitzer prize for national reporting about the beginning of the U.S. counteroffensive against terrorism. Those articles are posted at: http://www.pulitzer.org/year/2002/national-reporting/works/. 

Many of his articles on Iraq are compiled at http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/liveonline/partners/frontline.htm. 

He is the author of the book Making the Corps, which won the Washington Monthly's "Political Book of the Year" award. He also has written on defense matters for the Atlantic Monthly and other publications. His first novel, A Soldier's Duty, about the U.S. military intervening in Afghanistan, was published by Random House in June 2001--some four months before the U.S. actually did intervene there. 

Born in Massachusetts in 1955, he grew up in New York and Afghanistan and graduated from Yale in 1977. He now lives in Silver Spring, Md., with his wife and children. For recreation he enjoys whitewater kayaking, downhill skiing and reading history. 

ROBIN WRIGHT
Robin Wright has reported from more than 130 countries on six continents for The Washington Post, the Los Angeles Times, The Sunday Times of London, CBS News and The Christian Science Monitor. She has also written for The New Yorker, The Atlantic Monthly, Foreign Affairs, Foreign Policy, The New York Times, The Times (London), The Guardian (London), The International Herald Tribune and others. 

Her foreign tours include five years in the Middle East, two years in Europe, seven years in Africa, and several years as a roving correspondent in those areas as well as Latin America and Asia. 

In 2004, Wright won the American Academy of Diplomacy award for the best reporting and analysis of foreign affairs; she also won the National Press Club award for diplomatic reporting. In 2003, she was the recipient of the U.N. Correspondents Association Gold Medal for reporting on international affairs. In 2001, she won the Weintal Prize for “the most distinguished diplomatic reporting.” She is also the recipient of the 1989 National Magazine Award for her reportage from Iran in The New Yorker, the Overseas Press Club Award for "best reporting in any medium requiring exceptional courage and initiative" for coverage of African wars, and a MacArthur Foundation grant. 

Wright has also been a fellow at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, Yale, Dartmouth, Duke, Stanford, the University of California at Santa Barbara and the University of Southern California. 

Among her books, The Last Great Revolution: Turmoil and Transformation in Iran was selected as one of the 25 most memorable books of the year 2000. She is also the author of Sacred Rage: The Wrath of Militant Islam, Flashpoints: Promise and Peril in a New World co-authored with Doyle McManus, which has been translated into six languages, and In the Name of God: The Khomeini Decade.

The World Affairs Council thanks the Ronald Reagan International Trade Center for special sponsorship of this event.
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