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Though it is the fastest growing religion in the world, Islam remains shrouded by ignorance and fear. Reza Aslan, a writer and scholar of comparative religions, examines the historical, religious, and political developments that continue to shape the Islamic world and its relations with the West today. Aslan challenges the “clash of civilizations mentality” that he believes has distorted the common Western view of Islam, as he endeavors to explain this critical faith in all its complexity. Dr. Jon Alterman will join the discussion to offer additional insight and comments. 

REZA ASLAN has studied religions at Santa Clara University, Harvard University, and the University of California, Santa Barbara. He holds an MFA in fiction from the Writers’ Workshop at the University of Iowa, where he was also visiting assistant professor of Islamic and Middle Eastern Studies. His work has appeared in USA Today, U.S. News & World Report, and The Chronicle of Higher Education as well as a number of academic journals. Born in Iran, he lives in Santa Barbara and New Orleans. 

DR. JON ALTERMAN is the Director of the Middle East Program at the Center for Strategic and International Studies. Prior to joining CSIS in 2002, served as a member of the Policy Planning Staff at the U.S. Department of State and as a special assistant to the assistant secretary of state for Near Eastern affairs. He has been a visiting scholar at the U.S. Institute of Peace, the Washington Institute for Near East Policy, and at Harvard University, where he received his Ph.D. in history. Dr. Alterman lectures extensively on US foreign policy and developments in the Middle East.
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