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Two and a half years after the United States and the international community obtained clear evidence that North Korea had acquired material and equipment for a nuclear centrifuge facility that, when complete, would produce enough weapons-grade uranium for two or more nuclear weapons per year, they still have yet to find a successful strategy for dealing with the North Korean nuclear threat. The on-again, off-again talks among the so-called 'six parties' (China, Japan, North Korea, Russia, South Korea, US) have produced little progress. China, a key player in the talks, questioned U.S. intelligence on North Korea and challenged the Administration to take the lead in discussions with Pyongyang. Despite these developments the U.S. continues to rest hopes for resolving this difficult issue on the six-party process and has resisted pressure for direct negotiations with North Korea. 

Join us for a candid and off-the-record luncheon discussion with Congressman Curt Weldon, leader of the January 2005 U.S. Congressional delegation to North Korea and Dr Kurt Campbell, Kissinger Chair in National Security, Center for Strategic and International Studies and former Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Asia and the Pacific, to discuss recent developments in the North Korea nuclear issue and options for policymakers. 

EVENT REVIEW
Aarti Jhaveri, WAC Intern 

It was 3 a.m. in a Pyongyang hotel room when Congressman Curt Weldon, a senior Republican from the Pennyslvania Delegation, first drafted his five-point peace initiative to end tensions on the Korean Peninsula. There was no paper, so he settled for the back of an envelope instead. 

Such amusing anecdotes, in addition to a serious discussion on North Korea’s troubled relations with the United States, were shared with an audience of approximately 90 individuals at the Cosmos Club on April 5, 2005. Featuring both Weldon and another highly respected individual in the realm of national security, Dr. Kurt Campbell, Director of the International Security Program at the Center of International Studies, the afternoon was a unique fusion of testimony and theory. 

The luncheon began with Weldon, who provided audience members with a first-hand perspective into North Korea’s nuclear program, and the negotiations that have surrounded it. “As elected Congress members, when we travel overseas, we are not diplomats,” he emphasized. “We are the face of the American people.” Weldon went on to say that he was disappointed with the recent, inflammatory rhetoric from the White House, in referance to North Korea—rhetoric that may have influenced North Korea’s recent decision to pull out of the proposed 6-party talks. “We cannot call them names,” he articulated. “My responsibility is to have legitimate discussions with our adversaries, like North Korea, so that we can avoid war.”

