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Michael Haltzel, Staff Director of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, and moderator of this event, presented an overview of the future of NATO, and the effects of September 11 on NATO enlargement into Central and Eastern Europe. Haltzel briefly commented on the five countries almost certain to receive invitations for membership - Slovakia, Slovenia, Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania. He went on to say that he believes there is a "good chance" Bulgaria and Romania will also receive invitations. Haltzel also alluded to increased Russian cooperation with NATO after the events of September 11. 

Lt. Colonel de Moel quickly spoke about the history and evolution of NATO since its creation in 1949 with the Washington Treaty. NATO, he says, is a "story of success," as there has been no war on Europe since its formation. He went on to explain NATO's three military missions, including Article 5, and non-Article 5 operations such as peacekeeping missions. The third mission of consultation and cooperation is extremely important, says de Moel, to have transparency between members because it helps to build trust. Colonel de Moel added that Article 6 is worth noting because it clarifies what constitutes an attack on a member. 

De Moel called NATO a political organization with "a military heart. It is the only organization of its kind." After discussing NATO organization and responsibilities, Colonel de Moel spoke about NATO today and the current destabilizing factors in the world: ethnic conflict, terrorism, and the threat of WMDs, among others. He concluded with an overview of NATO's response to September 11; the first time Article 5 has ever been invoked. 

Lt. Colonel van der Gaag continued the briefing, introducing what he called the "squares from Hell," a diagram depicting the many areas of interest, councils, organizations, and unions whose territory overlaps with most NATO territory. This creates conflicts of interest within NATO, thereby fostering much debate on the future of the organization. The Colonel went on to say that Russian cooperation with NATO, marked by the May 2002 NATO-Russia summit, is a "big step forward." Van der Gaag also spoke about NATO enlargement. While enlargement has advantages and disadvantages, van der Gaag believes that the potential for Eastern European membership is "huge." After a quick description of current NATO peacekeeping operations in the Balkans, he concluded by commenting on the future of NATO. 

The future of NATO, according to the Colonel, is promising. At its summit in Washington DC three years ago, NATO accomplished many things, including admitting three new Central European members. At the 2002 summit in Prague, one can only expect more will be accomplished. The issues of C2 information, rapid deployment and support, interoperability, WMD defense will be discussed, and new members will most likely be admitted. Colonel van der Gaag ended by saying NATO will have consultation/cooperation, peace support activities, and structural reform "in 2002 and beyond." 
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