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Philip Merrill, chairman of The Washingtonian and board member of the World Affairs Council, introduced Senator Orrin Hatch. Mr. Merrill spoke briefly of his friendship with Senator Hatch, and praised the Senator, saying, "If anybody can save this country, he can." 

Senator Hatch briefly discussed his new book, Square Peg. He said that he decided to write a book that would help people understand "insider's" Washington, DC, the U.S. Senate, being a senator, and running for president. He said that he has learned an "awful lot" along the way, and wanted to share his experiences and points of view with readers. 

The Senator previewed some aspects of the book, including some friendships he has made. Senator Hatch elaborated on a few of these relationships, including his friendship with Senator Ted Kennedy, noting legislation they collaborated on together. He called Senator Kennedy a "brother," and if they "can get together, anyone can." Senator Hatch briefly spoke on his cooperation with liberals in the Senate, using his relationship with Senator Kennedy as an example. Hatch mentioned that his book discusses the importance of "working with people of another persuasion," and describes how "things can get done." 

Senator Hatch also told some of humorous stories from his book, noting that the book is also self-deprecating. 

During this lecture, Senator Hatch quickly highlighted many stories from his book to give guests a preview of what Square Peg is like. He concluded saying his book attempts to give an insider's perspective of the Senate and the process of running for president. In Square Peg, Senator Hatch discusses how he believes politics should be practiced, and give his point of view on what really happened during controversial debates such as the Clinton impeachment, and the current debate over anti-terrorism legislation. 

After his discussion of his book, Senator Hatch opened the lecture for questions on any topic. Most questions concerned the war on terrorism, and the possibility of a pre-emptive strike on Iraq. Senator Hatch had much to say on these issues. He said that the USA Patriot Act was a step in the right direction; according to the Senator, peace and tranquility are the number one civil liberties, and preserving those may have to come at the expense of other civil liberties. Senator Hatch said that the U.S. has to be willing to pay the price to stop terrorism. 

He respects President Bush for going after Osama bin Laden and Saddam Hussein forcefully, and also believes that the Homeland Security Act must be passed. Senator Hatch commended President Bush, saying that the President has an "inner core of strength" comparable to that of former President Reagan. Senator Hatch ended the question and answer period saying that the U.S. must pre-emptively act against Iraq and that liberals and conservatives must work together. 
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