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The United States is involved in a war against terrorism that may last as long as the Cold War and should use its unparalleled resources to help downtrodden populations after we win, R. James Woolsey, former director of the Central Intelligence Agency, told Council members November 20. 

He addressed a program held jointly with the Fairfax County (Va.) Chamber of Commerce at the Ritz Carlton Hotel in Tyson's Corner held to inaugurate a new Northern Virginia chapter. 

Unlike the Cold War, with an identifiable enemy in the Soviet Union, "who wanted to win, but didn't want to die," Woolsey said we are facing a shadowy enemy who will make no compromises. He quoted a Washington cab driver who said "These people don't hate us because of what we did wrong, but what we've done right." 

Woolsey said "It is not clear that we are at war with everyone who is at war with us," that we do not know for certain who are enemies are. Other than the Taliban in Afghanistan, he said there is strong evidence pointing to Iraq as an enemy. "It is possible that somewhere in a cavern below Trenton is a native American Nazi who on his own developed anthrax," he said, but that is not as likely as Iraq being the source, especially from what is known about that nation's past efforts. He said less likely enemies are Iran, Syria, Libya and Sudan. 

Should President Bush make a decision to go after Iraq, Woolsey said he will have to take into consideration U.S. and world opinion. 

"We have to worry about involvement of civilians, but the spirit of ruthlessness is very important in war," he said. We are held in contempt in the Middle East, he observed, because our reaction to past incidents gave the impression of weakness. 

"They believe America, if bloodied, will run, that we are a paper tiger…but they have not seen us as we are now," he said. 'I believe out there in the country are 300 million people who are seething with anger." Bases in Turkey would probably be essential for such an operation, but we could probably succeed without other allies who would criticize us, but be glad to see us do the job. 

Woolsey cited the vulnerability of our infrastructure as a real problem. We are served by a large number of systems, not put together with the thought of someone trying to kill us. The nation must move decisively to protect the Internet and oil supplies, he said. 

Woolsey was critical of the U.S. failing to follow up previous victories over the Soviet Union and over the Soviets in Afghanistan, and with throwing in our lot with dictators without considering the plight of the general population in Near Eastern countries. 

"In the '90s we were on a national beach party," he observed. We won all three wars of the 20th century as sponsors of democracy and we should try it again. He said there is a role for a Marshall-type plan, harder to pursue in countries such as Afghanistan, but possible to achieve with our unique resources to help with such things as improved seed, irrigation projects and school building. 

-- William O. Craig, Freelance Journalist 

