"6 Nightmares" with Anthony Lake 

Council members had a chance to meet and speak with President Clinton as he dropped by the National Press Club following a program featuring his former National Security Advisor, Anthony Lake. 

[image: image1.jpg]The President was in a relaxed and jovial mood and spent an hour conversing and posing for photographs with members. The relaxed atmosphere was in contrast to the serious message Mr. Lake delivered earlier as he discussed his new book Six Nightmares: Real Threats in a Dangerous World and How America Can Meet Them. 

The possible future calamities he outlined were: 

1. Biological, chemical and nuclear weapons in the hands of terrorists; 

2. "Cyberterror," the destruction of vital facilities by hackers working through the Internet; 

3. "Ambiguous warfare" (Who sank that cruise ship in the Panama Canal?) 

4. Perils of peacekeeping by American armed forces; 

5. Dangers caused by weakness in other nations and international institutions, magnified by the effects of globalization; and 

6. Washington itself with its abrasive political culture causing gridlock and cynicism among the public. 
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Mr. Lake opened his remarks on a lighter note, stating that "It's nice to be in one of the very few places in America where 'Chad' is a foreign country," referring to the Florida ballot controversy. 

"The face of terrorism has changed in the last 10 or 15 or so years," he noted before he summarized the fictional scenarios set out in the book for each of the nightmares. Before that most terrorists were part of a political group to serve a political purpose and could more easily be tracked than the more recent breed of terrorist who is lashing out because he hates society. In the era of globalization, he said, it is far easier to obtain weapons of mass destruction or the means of making them. Only about five percent of the containers coming into the United States are inspected, he noted. 

"You could FedEx your weapon into the United States," he said. 

Cyberterrorism is a far more serious threat, he explained, because the pool of potential terrorists is so much larger. Hackers could inflict serious damage on hospitals, and disrupt 911 systems, for example. The problem of cyberattacks is widespread and constitutes a huge tax on banks and business, with less than 20 per cent of them even reported, he said. 

The third threat involves anonymous attacks on Americans abroad and dramatizes the difficulty of pinning responsibility on elusive perpetrators who can achieve their aims without revealing themselves and suffering possible retaliation. 

"This is a real problem in part because the revolution in military affairs," Mr. Lake said, with American power so much greater than potential adversaries that they would revert to "asymmetrical warfare." 

Although he is a passionate believer in peacekeeping missions, he said, the United States is running a terrible risk because there is a tendency to go into such operations without a clear political goal in mind; without defining "success." Otherwise, he said, we will end up with permanent missions, turn the United Nations into the largest colonial power the world has ever seen, and create a backlash among the indigenous populations. For example, he emphasized that it is past time for us to define what our political goals are in Kosovo. 

"I believe…that in fact what may be the most dangerous to the lives of our citizens…is not other nations' strengths, but other nations' weaknesses," Mr. Lake said, turning to the fifth nightmare. He said we have a huge stake in ensuring that a collapse of the North Korean regime would be a "soft landing." He noted that the collapse of Asian economies would be much more dangerous to the United States than a hostile regime in North Korea. He pointed to the security threat of "fractured states" with porous borders, and to problems arising from weakened international institutions. National borders are eroding, or in the case of cyberspace, are not even there. 

"We are giving up our sovereignty everyday to these other forces," he said, "and unless we cooperate on an international basis with others to deal with these problems we are going to lose far more sovereignty…than we could ever give up by joining in…with other nations in international efforts to deal with these problems…We are in some ways a statistical superpower, but not a real one. Other nations are putting their people on the ground in Africa in peacekeeping operations, we're not; others are paying their dues to the UN, we are kind of….We are becoming more and more like a poker player with a lot of chips, more than anybody else…but we are not really putting the chips on the table and we need to start to do that for our own safety." 

Which brought him to the sixth nightmare which, unlike the others threatening our future, is in our present national politics, and which explains why we are not dealing with the other threats more effectively. 

"My concern is that our politics has become an end in itself--a game in itself," he said. "All that matters is who wins and who loses…We need to become more responsible here in Washington…." 

He said the public is beginning to move from a healthy skepticism about government to cynicism, bringing the danger that we could destroy our own democracy. 
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