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The gap between the reality and the ideal of childhood is the focus of this year’s UNICEF report on The State of the World’s Children: what childhood means for children, what childhood means for countries, and what must be done if the rights of all children are to be protected. 

Join us for an evening of candid discussion with Carol Bellamy, Executive Director of UNICEF. Ms. Bellamy will explore those issues posing the most significant threat to innocent children around the world, including poverty; militarized, violent conflict; and the HIV/AIDS epidemic. She will also offer insight and information gathered from her recent visits with children living in the “tsunami zone.” 

EVENT REVIEW
By Aarti Jhaveri
WACDC Intern 

Carol Bellamy wistfully recalled a conversation she had with two young boys on a recent trip to Liberia. Although the boys had never attended school, they told Bellamy, executive director of the United Nations Children Fund (UNICEF), exactly what sort of ammunition they carried. Much like the two boys Bellamy met, one in eight children in the world is deprived of an education, thanks to a variety of factors including widespread poverty, the changing nature of warfare, disease, and the more recent tsunami disaster in South East Asia. Through a talk entitled, State of the World’s Children 2005 on February 16, Bellamy spoke to approximately 150 individuals from the Washington metro area at the Ronald Reagan International Trade Center, highlighting the fact that childhood is, undoubtedly, under threat. 

“We have enough agendas out there; now we have to pursue them,” asserted Bellamy, referring to the World Summit for Children held in 1990. “Although the state of the world’s children is better than it has been in any other year, it is still unacceptable. It is the failure of leadership that affects the state of the children,” she said. 

Bellamy put particular emphasis on the fact that though poverty remains the foundation for lost childhoods, there are other obstacles, including civil conflicts, where child soldiers are often “recruited” for combat. Because 55 out of the 59 current, official global conflicts have been within countries, rather than between two separate states, the tactics of war have changed. “Now, it’s about, ‘how do I do the worst possible thing to my enemy?’”observed Bellamy. In addition to the child soldier dilemma, such conflicts often result in the displacement of children, the indiscriminate use of land mines, and child exploitation through sex slavery. 

Along with internal warfare, certain nations—particularly those in sub-Saharan Africa—struggle with the HIV/AIDS pandemic, what Bellamy referred to as a double whammy. “If there is a global tsunami, it is HIV/AIDS,” she claimed, pointing out that out of the 14,000 infected daily, half are children. Bellamy was also extremely vocal about the fact that the “ABC” method of protection (Abstinence-Be Faithful-Use a Condom), often advocated by the Bush administration, becomes increasingly obsolete when applied to the thousands of child cases. “Rape does not regard abstinence,” she affirmed. 

Thanks to a series of such tragedies, Bellamy feels that it is crucial that income should not be the only indicator when measuring global poverty. The deprivation of shelter, food and nutritional status, for example, should be taken into account. 

On a more positive note, Bellamy ended her hour long lecture with the events following the South Asian tsunami disaster, praising relief efforts in Indonesia. As an example of effective leadership, Bellamy applauded the governments of the tsunami struck regions, which have taken an active role in reuniting orphaned children with their family members. 2 weeks after the tsunami, for instance, schooling began in many areas of Indonesia, thanks to collaboration between the local government and UNICEF’s “school in a box,” system, a portable method by which education material is delivered to institutions in areas of need. Such political leadership is imperative in these regions, where 30 percent of the population is under 20. “Children aren’t just recipients of UNICEF’s aid,” she said. “They are our partners.” 

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHY
CAROL BELLAMY 

Carol Bellamy was appointed Executive Director of the United Nations Children Fund (UNICEF) in 1995, following consultations with the UNICEF Executive Board, and reappointed to a second five-year term in 1999. 

Prior to her UNICEF appointment, Ms. Bellamy had been serving as Director of the Peace Corps since 1993. She was the first volunteer to have returned to direct the agency, which has some 6,500 volunteers in more than 90 countries. During her service as a Peace Corps Volunteer in Guatemala from 1963 to 1965, Ms. Bellamy ran a school lunch programme and produced a radio show on health and nutrition in Spanish, which was broadcast in rural areas. 

Prior to being named Peace Corps Director, Ms. Bellamy spent 11 years on Wall Street as a lawyer and banker. She was Managing Director in the Public Finance Department at Bear Stearns & Co, and served as Chairman of Sloate, Weisman, Bear Stearns Capital Management, Inc. From 1986 to 1990, she was a Principal at Morgan Stanley & Co. 

Ms. Bellamy's career in the public sector includes serving for five years in the New York State Senate (1973 to 1977). In 1978, she became the first woman President of the New York City Council, a position she held until 1985. In addition, she served as a trustee for the New York City Pension System; as a member of the New York Metropolitan Transit Authority; and as First Vice President of the National League of Cities. 

Ms. Bellamy earned her Bachelor of Arts degree in psychology from Gettysburg College in 1963, and graduated from New York University School of Law in 1968. She is also a former fellow at the Institute of Politics at the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University. 

Ms. Bellamy was born on 14 January 1942.

