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As the region measuring the fastest economic growth, Asia’s significance to the global economy cannot be overstated. Asian economies have clearly blazed an envious trail, accounting for more than half of the world’s population and a quarter of the world’s trade and holding 60% of global foreign exchange reserves. Their successful re-emergence from the 1997 Asian financial crisis, positive results in post-conflict reconstruction in several Asian countries including Afghanistan, rebound from the 2003 SARS epidemic, and upward moving social indicators have also helped to make Asia one of the most financially attractive regions in the world. Whether this momentum will continue may hinge on several factors including Asia’s continued ability to attract large amounts of foreign direct investment. Dr. Ali will look at this and other issues in a briefing on the economic prospects of Asia and the Pacific that will be based on data from ADB’s annual forecast publication, The Asian Development Outlook: 2004. The ADO, which provides revised growth estimates for each country in the region, is scheduled to be released April 28. 

Ifzal Ali is the Chief Economist, Economics and Research Department (ERD) of the Asian Development Bank. He assumed the position on 1 August 2002. 

The Office of the Chief Economist plans and coordinates the Department's work program, and undertakes research. It also interfaces with other departments in promoting ADB's knowledge management. ERD provides support to ADB operations, extends services to its developing member countries, and networks with the international research community, through economics and policy research, country economic studies and monitoring, methodology development, maintenance of database, knowledge dissemination, and capacity building. 

Mr. Ali’s career in ADB began in 1984 and since then he assumed various key positions, the latest being Deputy Treasurer. He also served as Economist/Senior Economist, Sr. Strategic Planning Officer, and Assistant Treasurer, Financial Policy Division. 

Prior to ADB, he was Professor/Chairman of Economics Area in the India Institute of Management in Ahmedabad where he was a faculty member from 1977-1984. From 1970-1971, he worked as a Lecturer, Delhi School of Economics. 

Dr. Ali holds a Ph.D. in Economics from John Hopkins University (1976), a Master’s degree in Economics from Delhi School of Economics (1970), and a Bachelor’s degree) from St. Stephen’s College, Delhi. Mr. Ali’s current research interests include the role of macro and microeconomic policy reforms in the context of globalization and competitiveness for the developing countries of Asia. 

