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Dr. Abshire is president and chief executive of the Center for the Study of the Presidency. He is also vice chairman of the board of the Center for Strategic and International Studies. Based on an analysis of the presidencies of Lincoln and Roosevelt during wartime, Dr. Abshire assessed President Bush's leadership to date on the war on terrorism. 

After noting that this, in his opinion, was a "good time" to offer this assessment, Dr. Abshire first explained why he chose to compare the presidencies of Lincoln, FDR, and Bush. He called Lincoln and FDR "great leaders." Although they had very different personalities, they shared the characteristics necessary for good leadership during a war. Dr. Abshire thus analyzed each of these six characteristics, and applied each one to Bush. 

The first characteristic is the decisive response to war. A leader with this characteristic demonstrates both strategic direction and competence. Lincoln acted quickly and with confidence in order to preserve the union; calling for 75000 volunteers to help with the war effort was a decisive and effective response. Similarly, Roosevelt acted quickly and decisively in response to Pearl Harbor. He rallied the country together so that the war could be won. After September 11, President Bush displayed this characteristic, calling the attacks "the Pearl Harbor of our time." 

The second characteristic is good timing. Dr. Abshire called this "absolutely critical;" good timing and coalition building is necessary for a strong war effort. Lincoln demonstrated deft timing with the Emancipation Proclamation, rallying Americans to fight for "good against evil." FDR was a "deft politician," immediately throwing out the New Deal and creating a new platform, focused on winning the war. He built a bipartisanship in Congress, knowing that unity in Congress was necessary to win the war. After the attacks of September 11, President Bush was an "amazing display of deft leadership;" doing "the impossible" by fostering new, improved relations with Pakistan and Russia, as well as building bipartisanship in Congress. 

The third characteristic is good communication skills, both domestically and internationally. Lincoln and FDR were both great communicators, reaching out to both Americans and other countries. Conversely, Bush is "not off to a great start." Dr. Abshire commented on this aspect of Bush's leadership saying that it is important for the US to look at key areas where good communication is crucial. The Muslim community, for example, is a critical area. Dr. Abshire went on to explain that the legitimacy of the US presence in the world is essential, and two way dialogues are therefore very important to American legitimacy abroad. 

The fourth characteristic is command and strategy essentially in picking their advisors. Lincoln and FDR, says Dr. Abshire, had "sense" in picking their advisors. Bush, has "no problem with an inferiority complex," and has therefore selected advisors more experienced than he. This has contributed to his success as a war leader. 

Dr. Abshire spoke briefly on the fifth characteristic, the ability to move the home front. Lincoln and FDR both demonstrated this characteristic, while Bush has far to go in mobilizing the science, technology, and medical fields. Dr. Abshire noted the creation of the Department of Homeland Security as a "huge step." 

The final characteristic is having a vision beyond the war. Both Lincoln and FDR were able to paint visions beyond the war. Lincoln's vision led to the 13th Amendment, while FDR's vision led to the creation of the United Nations. Bush, says Dr. Abshire, needs to go much farther. According to Dr. Abshire, it is imperative that Bush "paints a better picture of what will emerge from this war." 

Dr. Abshire concluded by briefly analyzing Bush's performance to date on the war on terrorism. He said that Bush has had "staggering opportunities." He successfully transformed US relations with Pakistan and Russia. However, since January his success as a leader has slipped. Dr. Abshire called Bush's discussions of an "axis of evil" and unilateralism a mistake, and also noted that the weakest point of Bush's leadership has been in the Arab-Israeli conflict. It is important for Bush to build more unity in Congress. Dr. Abshire ended by saying Bush has not been as adept in the second phase of his presidency as he was in the first phase, however, he is "confident" that Bush will get it back. 
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