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Mr. Dershowitz, author most recently of Why Terrorism Works, and Professor of Law at Harvard University began the discussion with an examination of what he called, "the five myths about terrorism." Dershowitz contended that the constriction and cost of civil liberties are inherently linked with terrorism itself, and the act of fighting it. He went on to discuss this in detail further on in his speech. 

He also disputed the contention that terrorism always comes from desperate people, saying that both bin Laden and Arafat are both wealthy enough to live comfortably. Dershowitz also went on to say that terrorism is not ultimately self-destructive. He felt that in the case of the Palestinians, terrorism has been an effective tool in progressing their cause. 

Mr. Dershowitz spent much of his time delineating between the terrorism practiced by Al Qaeda, and the terrorism attributed to fight to establish a Palestinian state. He questioned why, over the course of the past fifteen years, the cause the Palestinians has raised itself to such a high level among the world citizenry? Why has the cause of the Palestinians raised to be of such greater importance than that of the Basque's of the Iberian Peninsula? Dershowitz firmly believes that the key factor in heightening global awareness and sympathy to the Palestinian cause, is their effective use of terror. As such, a Palestinian state, in Dershowitz's words, "leapfrogged" all other causes, to be the most worthy. According to Dershowitz, the plane hijackings, murders, and bombings that have been done in the name of the Palestinians were only beneficial to the advancement of their agenda. 

While Dershowitz reviewed the history of terrorism and the Palestinians, he also vaguely discussed how Israel might ultimately deal with the present day problem. He said Israel should offer the Palestinians a state of their own, and proceed towards that goal slowly, with assurances that terrorism against Israel will stop, and repercussions if it does not. Dershowitz used this example of reasoning with state-sponsored terrorism to reveal a major difference between that form of terrorism and Al-Qaeda. Arafat and Palestinian terrorism can be dealt with through negotiations and incentives, while a group like Al-Qaeda, set up destruction, simply cannot be reasoned with. It is within this framework of understanding international terrorism, that the United States must lead the world in eradicating Al-Qaeda. 

Mr. Dershowitz went on to discuss certain how to wrestle with international and domestic law amid the fight against terrorism. He argued against military tribunals of American systems, and asserted that the wording of the Geneva Accords must be amended to reflect the gray areas of fighting against terror. The U.S. must always protect human rights and basic personal freedoms; yet, there is a degree to which these rights must be bent, said Dershowitz, in order to properly and proactively root out terrorism. Mr. Dershowitz suggested that a national identification system might be useful in making sure that the next attack on the U.S. does not come from within. Furthermore, he stated that use of torture, in an organized and legal framework, would be helpful in acquiring intelligence from terrorist sources. 

During the question period, Mr. Dershowitz was asked if he felt that Israel had engaged in state-sponsored terror. Dershowitz disputed that, saying that Israel at no time deliberately targeted Palestinian civilians. 

Continuing his emphasis on balancing the protection of civil liberties, while managing the war on terrorism, Mr. Dershowitz said that the U.S. government must not only ask Arab-Americans to give up the rights they hold dear, while protecting the rest of America's lighter skinned citizenry.

