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Mr. Gilman Louie discussed the challenges of confronting the U.S. intelligence community that urged the CIA to create In-Q-Tel Inc., a technology venture capital group, of which Mr. Louie is President and CEO. 

Mr. Louie addressed the Council at The Cosmos Club on Thursday, June 28, after Burton Gerber related his own experiences from over four decades of operational work in the agency. Mr. Gerber illustrated how revolutionary initiatives seemed at the time, but Louie clearly highlighted the transforming trends that have colored our dynamic era with new threats that include nuclear, chemical, and asymmetric warfare. To convey this point, Louie explained that both the nation state and corporate America share the identical problem of information security. 

The abundance of information technology advances not only affords policy-makers but also requires improved gathering and analysis capabilities so that relevant choices can be made. In-Q-Tel can act as a "venture catalyst", enabling the prevention of what Louie termed a "digital Pearl Harbor" in which the flood of information is not directed to the right people in enough time. The government has realized this, that "if you ignore the dog, it only bites you." 

As the information revolution continues to bring transformation and great challenges, the CIA will turn to In-Q-Tel to address the vast changes of the new era.

